REVIEWS OF BOOKS, 


Intestinal Surgery. By N. Senn, M. D., Ph. D. 8vo, pp. 269. Chi¬ 
cago, W. T. Keener, 1889. 

This book, as the author announces in his preface, is not intended 
to serve the purpose of a complete text book on intestinal surgery. It 
consists of two parts, the first containing a resume of the best literature 
on the surgical treatment of intestinal obstruction; the second giving 
the author’s own original work in this department of surgery. The 
book consists in fact of the three elaborate memoirs recently presented 
by Professor Senn at the International Medical Congress, at Washing¬ 
ton in 1887, at the American Medical Association meeting of 1888, 
and at the Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons of 1888. 
The portion of the book devoted to the subject of intestinal obstruc¬ 
tion occupies more than half of the whole book, and is a systematic 
and thorough discussion of all the phases of that subject. The author 
is an advocate of early operative interference in cases of intestinal ob¬ 
struction. His language is that “the treatment of a case of intestinal 
obstruction upon the expectant plan until gangrene or perforation has 
taken place, which, if submitted in time to proper surgical treatment, 
might have been cured by one stroke of the scissors, should be con¬ 
sidered as gross negligence for which the modern aggressive physician 
and surgion can offer no justification or apology.” 

Most practitioners will for a long time to come see in this, if an un¬ 
certain quantity of sufficiently great proportions to justify them in many 
cases in assuming an expectant and palliative attitude. The most im¬ 
portant work of the future must be in the line of establishing aids to 
•diagnosis. A most valuable contribution in this direction has been 
made by Dr. Senn by his experiments showing the practicability of 
forcing gases by moderate pressure along the whole length of the intes¬ 
tinal tract. The methods of this procedure and its applications are 
fully detailed in the course of this book. 

In the matter of the operative technique of intestinal surgery no 
more brilliant or far-reaching improvement has ever been made than 
that of intestinal anastomosis by the use of absorbable approximative 
plates, first brought to the notice of the profession by Dr. Senn in his 
address before the Surgical Section of the Washington Congress. The 
extent to which this device is susceptible of being made of service in 
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■overcoming the difficulties presented by many varieties of intestinal ob¬ 
struction is by no means the least of the many instructive features of 
the present work. 

The author condemns utterly the establishment of an artificial anus 
in any case, by bringing the bowel up into a median incision which 
had been made for exploratory purposes, but advocates for the enterot- 
omy when such a result is indicated, a separate small incision in one 
of the inguinal regions. For the relief of obstruction caused by inop¬ 
erable malignant disease of the rectum, he protests against lumbar 
colotomy, and approves the suggestion of Madelung to open the ab¬ 
domen by a lateral incision, divide the colon transversely as low down 
as possible, invaginate, and close by suture the distal end and drop it 
back into the peritoneal cavity, and then suture the proximal end into 
the wound. This book is of special interest in that it brings together 
and presents as a whole the results of the special labors of the author 
in the field of intestinal surgery, together with an elaborate and care¬ 
fully weighed study of the literature of the subject. 

L. S. Pilcher. 

Der Hospitalbrand. Prof. Dr. Rosenbach (Gottingen). Deutsche Chir- 

urgie von Billroth und Luecke. Lief 6. Stuttgart, F. Euke, 1888. 

New York, G. E. Stechert. 

Hospital Gangrene. 

The author of this volume (113 pages) of the system of German 
surgery had occasion to witness a small epidemic of hospital gangrene 
after the Franco-German war, in 1872 and ’73, in the Goettinger 
clinic, but only saw a few severe cases. The book, therefore, repre¬ 
sents, for the most part, merely a historical compilation of the litera¬ 
ture of the subject, but a very complete compilation, and, moreover, a 
critical one from a modern pathological and hygienic point of view. 

The author believes that although hospital gangrene does not occur 
in hospital or general surgical practice, it may at any time appear 
again, even after having entirely disappeared for 10 or 20 years, and 
especially in times of war. It is this conviction that has prompted 
the author to describe the affection afresh. The contents of the 
volume are divided into a clinical part, a pathological part, diagnosis, 
prognosis, and therapy, hygiene, etiology and an historical sketch of 
the disease. 

Culture-experiments and microscopical search for n*icro-organisms, 
which were made on specimens sent to the author by the courtesy of 
J. S. Billings from the Washington Museum did not lead to any 
bacteriological discovery of interest. 



